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Factors Affecting Decision Making in Organic Rice Field Fish Farming

in Amnat Charoen Province

Chiranthanin Pagirana*

Amnat Charoen Provincial Fisheries Office
Abstract

This study aims to 1) to study the social and economic of organic rice field fish
farming 2) to understand the patterns of organic rice field fish farming and 3) to examine the
factors that affect the farmers’ decision in organic rice field fish farming. 84 fish farms were
targeted for structure close-ended and open-ended questionnaire. The Statistics used in the
data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, minimum and maximum, average, standard
deviation. In addition, hypothesis testing was analyzed by f-test and Pearson’s Correlation test.

The results found as follows; most of farmers were female (52.38%) with average aging
52.07 years old most of farmers education were primary school level (84.53%), average of household
agricultural labor forces were 3 persons, averages rice field areas were 22.28 rai, average organic
rice cultivation areas were 20.14 rai and average revenue of 59,855.36 Baht per year.

The organic rice field fish farming conditions depend on rain-water (90.48%),
average fish pond of 5.81 rai, The fish cultured period was around 6.95 months with average
productions of 115.18 kg per rai. and average revenue from fish sale 2,375 Baht per year.
Farmers had a moderate level of knowledges in raising fish in organic rice fields. The decision
level of farmers in raising fish in organic rice fields fish farming showed very high. The level of
problems and obstacles of fish farming in the organic rice fields of farmers over the past year
found generally low. For obstacles analysis revealed at a high level of which difficulties to
obtain fish fry with GAP-certificate. This study showed the fry breeding farms are still under
challenges, while problems of slow growth or small size fish at the harvesting time are

waiting to be solved.

Key words: decision factor, organic rice field, organic rice paddy fish, Amnat Charoen Province
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